
   

 

 
 
Abracadabra Preschool Nursery   
Barnet College, Grahame Park Way, LONDON, NW9 5RA   

 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

22/01/2013  
Not Applicable 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: 2   

Previous inspection: Not Applicable  

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children who 
attend 

2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 2 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years provision 2 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

 

This provision is good 

  
 Children spend their time in an environment that is conducive to learning. There is a 

good range of equipment and play materials that promote learning in each of the seven 
areas.  

  

 Children's individual needs are fully met because the nursery works in close partnership 
with parents and other professionals involved with the children. 

  

 Children are happy and looked after warmly by caring staff. 
  

 Children benefit from the effective partnerships that exist between their child's key 
person and their parents. Information is regularly shared to support their care and 
learning. 

  

   

It is not yet outstanding because 

 
 Although children enjoy plenty of opportunity to handle books, they do not have access 

to those that are of personal interest to them to further enhance their pleasure in 
books. 
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Information about this inspection 

Inspections of registered early years provision are scheduled: 

 at least once in every inspection cycle. The current cycle ends on 31 July 2016 

 more frequently where Ofsted identifies a need to do so, for example where provision 
was previously judged as inadequate 

 brought forward in the inspection cycle where Ofsted has received information that 
suggests the provision may not be meeting the legal requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage; or where assessment of the provision identifies a need for early 
inspection 

 prioritised for inspection where we have received information that the provision is not 
meeting the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and which suggests 
children may not be safe 

 at the completion of an investigation into failure to comply with the requirements of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 
 
The provision is also registered on the voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare 
Register. This report includes a judgment about compliance with the requirements of that 
register. 
  
Inspection activities 

 The inspector spent the majority of the inspection observing the children and staff.  
  

 The inspector sampled children's information and development records.  
  

 
Ongoing discussion took place with the management team throughout the 
inspection.  

  

 
The inspector discussed safeguarding with the managers and other policies were 
sampled.  

  

 The inspector spoke to four parents to gain their views about the nursery.  
  

  

Inspector  

Christine Bonnett 
 

Full Report 

Information about the setting 

Abracadabra Preschool Nursery is run by Abracadabra Preschool Academy Limited. It 
opened in 2012 and operates from a purpose built nursery within the grounds of Barnet 
College, in the London Borough of Barnet. The nursery is open each weekday from 8.45 to 
5.15pm. It follows the college term times. Children have access to secure enclosed 
outdoor play areas. There are currently 45 children aged from 18 months to under five 
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years on roll, most in part-time places.The nursery is receipt of funding for the provision of 
free early education to children aged two, three and four. The nursery supports children 
with special educational needs and those who speak English as an additional language. It 
is registered on the Early Years Register, compulsory part of the Childcare Register and 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register. The nursery employs eight staff, of whom six hold 
appropriate early years qualifications with one staff member working towards a 
qualification. 

 

   

What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 
  
 provide children with opportunities to see and talk about books containing pictures 

of their family and other familiar people and objects to further promote their 
interest in handling books. 
  

  

 Inspection judgements 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend 

 
Children make good progress in their learning and development because staff have a 
secure knowledge and understanding of the Early Years Foundation Stage requirements 
and how young children learn. The effective systems of observation and assessment 
ensure that children are monitored in their development across the prime and specific 
areas of learning. The in-depth planning of activities targets children's individual 
development needs, thereby ensuring that all children are effectively challenged and make 
good progress in their learning. The information gained from observation and assessment 
forms the basis of the two-year progress check. Children benefit from a balance of adult-
led and child-initiated activities. The regular updates parents receive about the progress 
their children make enables them to contribute effectively towards their learning at home.  
 
Teaching techniques are strong. Staff are skilled at supporting young children's emerging 
language and communication skills throughout the daily routine. For example, they sit with 
the children during activities and ask questions to encourage them to think critically and 
respond appropriately. Children also enjoy singing songs and rhymes with repetitive 
phrases to reinforce language, such as 'the wheels on the bus'. The regular use of puppets 
to illustrate stories also helps children to listen and understand. Although books are readily 
available for the children to enjoy they lack the opportunity to look at and talk about 
books that directly reflect their life experiences. For example, books containing 
photographs of themselves, their family and other significant people and objects in their 
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lives. Children enjoy their play and show the characteristics of effective learning as they 
eagerly engage with the activities. Children learning English as an additional language see 
their name written in both English and their home language. This helps them understand 
that print carries meaning and also fosters their self-esteem. Staff support children's 
emotional and social development by greeting them warmly as they arrive each day. 
Younger children also enjoy their focused group time with their key person as she greets 
them personally by name as part of the 'welcome' song. This helps children get to know 
each other and form friendships. 
 
Staff understand that one well-planned activity can successfully incorporate each area of 
learning and provide the children with good learning experiences and great fun. For 
example, the planned theme of 'animals who live in cold places' enabled children to look at 
and talk about models of polar bears frozen into trays of ice. They touched the ice and 
used their imaginations by introducing sharks onto the ice. Later in the day the activity 
was extended because the children played in the snow in the garden and experienced 
what it felt like to touch the snow and walk on it as polar bears do. The activity ended 
with an energetic game of snowballs. 
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 

 
The nursery is a welcoming and stimulating environment for children. It has a broad range 
of resources that are used effectively by staff to help children make all-round progress 
towards the early learning goals. The effective key person system means that staff know 
the children as individuals. They gain a wealth of relevant information about the child from 
their parents when they join the nursery. This enables staff to fully support the emotional 
well-being of each child and help them to settle and to develop secure emotional 
attachments.  
 
Older children display confidence and independence. They manage their personal needs 
well, such as using the toilet and washing their hands afterwards. They also learn how to 
put on and take off their coats. Being competent in these skills helps children to make 
smooth transitions to school. Children's behaviour is very good because they know what is 
expected of them within the nurturing and caring environment.  
 
Children learn the importance of adopting a healthy lifestyle. Although parents supply their 
child's packed lunch, the nursery provides snacks. Staff entice the children to the snack 
table by tempting them to try the 'juicy cucumber and the sweet banana'. Some children 
serve themselves from the bowls of sliced fruit and vegetables and pour their own drink. 
Children's individual dietary needs are known and respected to ensure their well-being. 
Children discuss with enthusiasm that they must wash the germs away from their hands 
before eating, and ask with curiosity what happens to the water when it goes down the 
drain. Children benefit from short exercise sessions in the garden each morning to warm 
up their bodies and motivate them for the day. The three garden areas provide a variety 
of physical play experiences, such as climbing on the apparatus, riding bikes and digging 
and planting. 
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The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision 

 
The management team comprising of the provider and two joint managers have a 
thorough understanding of their responsibilities in meeting the learning and development 
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage. They effectively use a computerised 
system to help them monitor the progress of each child and identify and address gaps in 
children's learning or in their play provision. The management team also monitor the work 
of the staff routinely through appraisals and reviews. Training opportunities are available 
for staff to continuously develop their professional qualifications in order to enhance 
outcomes for children. The thorough self-evaluation of the nursery takes account of the 
views of the staff, parents and children. All feedback is welcomed and ideas for change or 
development are considered. Some new furniture was obtained as a result of a suggestion 
made by a parent. The comments on the children's questionnaire forms are written by 
parents on behalf of their children. These show that children know where to get support if 
they feel upset and indicate what they especially like doing at nursery. Since registration, 
the joint managers have reviewed the planning process and made it much more 
spontaneous and flexible to meet the quickly changing interests of the children. They have 
also introduced 'Sparkles bear' for children to loan as a link between home and nursery 
and to support their learning at home. Action plans for the future development of the 
nursery are agreed by managers and staff and include reorganising how resources are 
made available to children with the aim of increasing their choices and independence.  
 
The management team have a secure understanding of their responsibility in meeting the 
safeguarding and welfare requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage. They have 
clear procedures in place for managing and reporting concerns about the well-being of 
children. Robust recruitment procedures ensure that all staff have suitability checks before 
working with the children. Risk assessments and routine safety checks of the building and 
garden ensure that any obvious hazards are identified and managed effectively to prevent 
harm to children. 
 
Staff understand the value of working effectively with parents. They exchange relevant 
information about their child verbally each day. Regular development reports are shared 
with parents to ensure that they are kept well informed about the progress their child 
makes, and comments from them are invited. Parents are welcome to spend time in the 
nursery reading to the children in their home language and sharing their experiences of 
different cultural events. All parents spoken to on the day of inspection stated that they 
were very pleased with the nursery. They like the level of communication they have with 
staff. Parents also mentioned how perceptive staff are in picking-up when events in the 
children's lives at home are troubling them, and giving them the extra emotional care they 
need. Staff also establish effective relationships with other agencies offering help and 
guidance for children requiring additional support. 
 
   
   

The Childcare Register 
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The requirements for the compulsory part of the Childcare Register are Met 

The requirements for the voluntary part of the Childcare Register are Met 

  
   
 
   

What inspection judgements mean 

Registered early years provision 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding Outstanding provision is highly effective in meeting the needs 
of all children exceptionally well. This ensures that children are 
very well prepared for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 2 Good Good provision is effective in delivering provision that meets 
the needs of all children well. This ensures children are ready 
for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 3 Satisfactory Satisfactory provision is performing less well than expectations 
in one or more of the key areas. It requires improvement in 
order to be good.   

Grade 4 Inadequate Provision that is inadequate requires significant improvement 
and/or enforcement. The provision is failing to give children an 
acceptable standard of early years education and/or is not 
meeting the safeguarding and welfare requirements of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage. It will be inspected again within 
12 months of the date of this inspection.  

Met  The provision has no children on roll. The inspection judgement 
is that the provider continues to meet the requirements for 
registration. 

Not Met  The provision has no children on roll. The inspection judgement 
is that the provider does not meet the requirements for 
registration.  

 

Inspection  
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY449666 

Local authority Barnet 

Inspection number 809265 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 27 

Number of children on roll 45 

Name of provider Abracadabra Preschool Academy Limited 

Date of previous inspection Not applicable 

Telephone number 0779690990 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures 
set out in the guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is 
available from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

Type of provision 
 
For the purposes of this inspection the following definitions apply: 
 
Full-time provision is that which operates for more than three hours.  These are usually 
known as nurseries, nursery schools and pre-schools and must deliver the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years Register and pay the higher fee 
for registration. 
 
Sessional provision operates for more than two hours but does not exceed three hours in 
any one day. These are usually known as pre-schools, kindergartens or nursery schools 
and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and pay the lower fee for registration. 
 
Childminders care for one or more children where individual children attend for a period of 
more than two hours in any one day. They operate from domestic premises that are 
usually their own home. They are registered on the Early Years Register and must deliver 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
 
Out of school provision may be sessional or full-time provision and is delivered before or 
after school and/or in the summer holidays. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. Where children receive their 
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Early Years Foundation Stage in school these providers do not have to deliver the learning 
and development requirements in full but should complement the experiences children 
receive in school. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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